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IVARISA KASHINO

in this godforsaken market latches onto at some point. \bu hear

about a friend of a friend (in my case, it was the cousin of a co-

worker) who got an inside tip about a house before it hit the market,

who swooped in and bought it before the masses could even think
about descendins. You hope and wish and pray the same thing will
happen to you. You take detours throuEh vour target neighbor-

hoods, scouting for a moving truck or an estate-sale sign, any hint
at all that might give you the jump on a place before it olficiallv

colres up for sale. You know thc odds aren't in 1,our favor-and yet

it has to happen for someone, right?

Rightt
"You're sure it's in Grovemont?" I ask Ginnu my voice a stage

whisper like I'm afraid the secret will get out. Someone lays on

their horn three stories below, a well-timed reminder ofwhv I hate

this place so much.

"Sure is, kiddo," she says. "My sister-in-1aw's been inside. She

says it's stunning. I'm in the car, but I'm gonna have Travis send you

the address so you and lan can go have a look fiom the street. I-et

me know what you think as soon as you can""

Even before the email from Gir-rny's tissistant lands in my inbox,

I feel the thing that I promised myself I would stop feeling: a hunch

that this house could be'Ihe One. Why else would my real estate

agent-of all the rabid, razor-elbowed asents in Washington-
have been the one to score such an extraordinary piece of intel? Or
maybe it's that I hat,c to believe it's the one. Like a selFpreservation

thing. Because otherwise, I am terrified that lve have really, trulv,

finallv run out of options.

lan and I have been stuck here-in an apartment so small you

can vacuum almost ali of it from a single outlet-for eighteen in-
creasingly hellish months. The frrst six or seven of those drifted by

in a kind of placid denial. We still fuckecl like it would be ideal if
I got pregnant immediately like obviously we'd be out of her:e and

settled into the new house whenever the baby arrived. This was

BE:

always part of the p1an, afr

home. We had to get the

afford the dream house in
have to spend a little whil

And it's not like we r

place-a falling-apart rou

as Logan Circle-in the

when everyone realized th

ing another minute withi
DC, like everywhere else

ing shotage and now ho:

were making it infinitely
is the moment you pounc

fot nearly a decade. We'd r

as frequently as "Thai or

"transitionin g" neighborh<

payout on the other side-
opened a few blocks awal

not one, but trvo Whole F
So, yeah,I knew it migh

but clearly, this was the tin

that logic after the row ho,

bad DIY kitchen reno, solc

b1e what we'd paid?

At first, my plan seeme(
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MARISA KASHINO

said with a shrug, after informing us that it sold for $25,000 higher

than our offer, "It's like a rite of passage' and nolv we know we'll

just have to be a tad more aggressive next time."

But that was ten "next times" ago.

The next fern'bidding wars pla1'ed out prettv much the satne, ex-

cept the numbers kept gettinpJ worse. Wecl go to $1-1 milliern and

fall just short. So, for the next house, wetl stretch to $1,150,000,

only for the winner to ofter the same amount-all cash.

After loss number five, I froze my eggs just in case.

At that point, we'd been in the aPartment about eight rnonths,

and trying for a baby for nearly 
^year. 

Dr. Warner convinced Lis

it didn't make sense to start in vitro yet-she still thinks I might

get pregnant the old-fashioned way once the stress of the l-rouse

hunt is over. And it's true that if we wound up taking or-rt a loan for

multiple rounds of IVI| it could complicirte our mortsage approval"

But when you're staring down the barrel of turning thirry-eight,

you can't afford to take any chances' While we waste awav here in

real estate purgatory, at least I know I have a viable batch preserved

on ice.

r\lthough to be httnest, that fact hasn't been as comfbrtirrg as I'd

hoped. Sometimes, when I cant sleep all I can think is No house, no

ltaby;no hotLse, no baby on an endless, agonizing loop.

In hindsight, number six (a split-level with a kitchen that needed

a ftill gut) and number seven (a cttte-enough Craftsmirn, but on a

verv busy street) were duds that only seemed worth trf ing for be -

cause we were startiug to panic. Eight, nine, and ten triclded onto

the market at such a glacial pace, weeks and rveeks passing between

them, that I was convinced the housing supply was about to dry

up entirely. Which is why, rvhen number eleven finally came on, I
clecided we had to push harder. It was another Colonial, a couple

miles farther from the ciw than we preferred but still zoned for the

right schools. They'd blown out the primary suite so the bathroom

could fit a soaking tub. The nursery was right next door. I talked Ian

into tapping into our 40ii
million-a full $250,000 ;

possibly not be good enou.

By the time Ginnv cal.,r

had been hooked up to jur:

friends, so I excused mlse-

enteen bids had rolled in. I

al1cash.

We were losers for an e,

I texted lan from outsic

explain my disappearance r:

the weekend holed up in t:
Decrt,he started hintins th;
vinced him l was fine (beca

now. Nothing halfrvav dec:

"What was that about:

counter, oblivious to the ri:,
the white qu:artz..

I brush past him, alre,..ii'

door. "Ginny says there's a :
to see it now tause-get t:

He arches an eyebrou'. "1

Just then, my laptop di:
room.

.rTr l i"l'll cxplain in the car. T
Ian stand.r behind me, b,:

fic snarling U Street, as I :

FIe's close enough that 1 ca:-

Sl"rice aftershave. I'm sure ::
appealing-before we \{.ere

just another reminder thtrr.
I pull up the street vieu'

lan laughs.'Just our L,rci
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MARISA KASHINO

A tree-pruning truck is parked in front, with a guy up in the lift
cutting back a towerins maple. The house is mostly blocked.

"This is a good thing," I sav. shoving aside my disappointment.

"l\{ature trees are part of why we love the neighborhood, rightl
And we've been down this street before, remernber? We know it's

nice."

I have to be the one rvho keeps the energy up. Because no matter

l-row mtrny houses we lose, Ian will never feel the urgency of this

se'.rrch as deeply as I do. Even after all those bidding wars, he still

flinches when Ginny and I remind hirn that ofl-ering slx figures

over asking is normal, that we simply don't har.e any other choice.

For ir government lavr,yer, being risk :rverse is basically a job re-

quirement. Plus, he's about as wired for strugule as his six-foot,

golden-boy looks would lead you to believe. I{e grew up with a

dad who coached his little league teams and a mom who sent him

to school with homemade cupcakes on his birthdays. Two loving

parerlts who still call us at least once a week to check in. But my

childhooel, erratic as it'was, gave me something even more valuable,

something that I have come to accept Ian will never have: hunger.

It'.s why I ditched journalism to make triple the money in PR.

And it's the whole reason I pushed to bLry that rundown little row

house to begin with-so we cotrld eventually sell it for enough

profit to give us the life that my parents could never provide.

"Ian,let's go."Mv sneakers are on.I'rn pulling my hair into a low

ponv, trving in vain to tr-rck away the grays sprouting at my temples

like tinsel asainstiet black.

"Babe, sorry to do this, but do you mind going without me and

reportins back? I need to be in the office soon," he says. "For a

lunch meeting." I clock that he's weirring real clothes. His mop of
sandy hair is slicked with ponrade.

'Are you being serious?"He acts like lie's saving the world at that

.iob. "Ginny rreecls an answer nou,la.n.I mean, arerit you pumped?

Al1 these months of searching and we've never had an in like this.

I
I
II

BES-

Let's just zip ttp there real q,

wete done."

He shifts his weight, dec

so early in the day. "Okav.

long as I'm in before noon.'
I wipe up his coffee ring

We're only thirty minutes

well have teleported to anot

The sidewalks in Grover

crusts or other detritus fron

around after closing time.l
all you vrant to do is get insi<

now? Or people experiencing,

eryone here in Grovemont i
It must be ten degrees co

giant trees. This is the kind
watching and growing their

you hear sirens is when the

up at the Christmas parade.

Last month, someone u
school down the block from
miles away-here in the mo

desirable DC suburb of Be

best public schools in the v
entife country.

Of course,I knew the neil

obsessed with it for a year

the actual house, I almost c
from the side,I would see tt
titled Margo\ Dream Home <

a white-painted brick Colo

T
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flanked by brass ianterns. It has a lush front lawn irnd window

boxes IA fiIl with whatever q/pe of flowers you're supposeci to put

in those things.

lan's mom can show me. She loves her window boxes" In fact,

this house looks an awful lot like lan's parents'house. Which feels

like it might be a sign.

Ian notices, too. "Well, I at least love it from the outside," he

says. "Kind of like my folks'house, don't you think?"

"1 have to see the backyard,"I say.

"Wait il minute, lvhat? You can't just let yourself into the back

yard."

"I think I can. See that gate?" I point it out for hirn, through the

Prius's rolled-down window.

"No, I mean you shouldn't let yourself into the backyard, Nlargo."

I{e only says my name when he really wants to make a point" Br-rt

I'm already out of the car.

"Come on, we'fe the only ones parked out here. No one's homc.

I'11 be very fhst."

"Margo, do not do this."
'Just a quick peek. I'11 be right back."

I know, I know. This is privilege. No one's calling the cops on

an Asian girl in head-to-toe Lululemon, at least not in a neigh-

borhood with this much performative wokencss. Practically every

other house has a "Black Lives lVlatter" sign in the yard, though

I arn willing to bet no actual Black people live on this street. If a

neighbor sees me ,I'11.iust say my dog got loose and ran back here or

something.lt grosses me out, too, but I dont make the rules.

I unlatch the gate and fbllow the flirgstone pathway around back

to a patio. When I spot it-haneing from thc sturdy limb of arr

oak tree, in the far right corner of the yard-my breath halts. A
tire swing. How many houses have we looked at? Forty-five? tr'ifry?

And it's the first one 1've encountered. This doesnt just feel like a

sign. This is one.

BES-

I consider crossing the I

But then Id be out in the

neighbor peering down fror
cools my neclE the tire swar

this'llhave to do for now.

It's gorgeous today, but ir

tional and coffee table on thr

to the deck, complete with
a custom, built-in bar with
like theybumped out the bar

kitchen. After touring abour

typical reno for a 1940s Col,

A speck of an airplane cu

it's so pin-drop quiet that I <

The grass is wet and flawlessl

enough ofit to feel like a red
all-consurning. We will own

our lives-an essential baubl

Adulthood.

During the anxious little I

ers, my dad turned into a roti

lawn was too big, too much

built-in irrigation system, l'e

ways still a brown spot that r

issue, I realize now.

My phone vibrates in my
I know I'm pushing it, bur

in that bumped-out addition
I jog up the steps to the

face so I can see through the J

all the countertops, includinl

comes a natural hub for the I

wide-plank oak. The cabinets
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brass knobs. I'd given up on ever topping that first Grovemont Co-
lonial, the one we lost in that very first bidding war, but this one is

so much better.It's like they peered inside my mind and extracted

the perfect backdrop for the perfect future.

There goes my phone again. But Ian will have to hang on a

sec because I'm imagining myself drinking coffee on one of those

cane-back barstools. Wonder if it would help to offer to buy some

of their furniture, too. Might be easier for them than moving it oirt

of town. The gas range is against the wa1l to the left. Looks like a

Thermador, probably worth more than the Prius.

Theret a breakfast nook just on the other side of the glass. We'll
eat most of our meals there. But I spot a more formal dining room

off to the right, through an arched opening. That was one of my

main complaints about the row house-in under a thousand squafe

feet, there was no space for a real table where we could celebrate,

for instance, our baby's first birthday. But here, we'll host all kinds

of holidays and legit grown-up dinner parties. We'll get one of
those wine-bottle chillers that sits in a stand.

Ugh. More btzzing.It almost hurts to pu1l my eyes away, but I
finalIy let them flit down to the screen.

CAR PULLING UP

Followed only by: ! ! ! ! !! ! ! ! ! !! ! !! !
Fuck.

I look back up. A man, slender and well dressed, is coming down

the hallway from the front entrance, face tilted toward his phone.

I plummet to all fours and crawl toward the steps, the dampness

from the deck soaking through my leggings.

The last time something like this happened, it was January and

fteezing out. Ian thought I was running errands, but really, I was

here in Grovemont-on the prowl for any hint of an impending

sale-when a Cape Cod with a wide-open garage made me slam

on the brakes. Inside were boxes, stacks of them. Possibly packed

for an upcoming move.

BES-

From the Prius, it was i
around the corner then strr

figuring out that the boxes r
I heard the knob rurning on

I ducked behind one ofthe
spy a hand tap the button r

shuddered beneath me unti
hidden there till I couldnt 1

the button again,raising the

out from underneath it. No
back to the Prius without in

Compared to that, the 
1

Once I crawl down the ded

white brick till I reach the

ings, I book it toward the si<

An olive-green Audi SUI

But there's no trace of ou

is lan?

"Hey!"

I whirl around. The man

beautiful eyes and strides tor
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